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8 June 1955

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, SR

SUBJECT:	 Proposed. Air Operation Staged through Gotland

1. During my recent visit to StockholmE
L__	 and I had'a discussion with C 	 on 15 May in the
course oT which I raised the question or whether the TIEBARs would
be willing to provide - operationAl support for a CIA air operation
designed to exfiltrate agents from Latvia. I sketched very briefly
for	 j what would be involved in the way of type of aircraft
and told UR that originally the idea had been to carry out this
operation in March of this year but that for mechanical reasons it
had not been possible to meet that target date. I explained that
it peened sanest etsential for the success of the operation to
have refueling facilities on Gotland for both the outgoing and
returning legs of the mission.

2. C:	 was very interestAApe	 the idea and indicated a
completekts,MPI,ive @III.WaL toward the question of Swedish
a—iiiitance in such an operation. He promised to look into the
question of whether or not it would be practical to use the
principal civilian airfield in Gotland near lisby or whether other
arrangements would be more suitable. He said that one major probe
lem was that Gotland was the base for important radar establish-
ments and that as a consequence the entire area was more or less
in a restricted category. In any case he. promised to come back
to the matter at an early date.

3. The next day CI	 :7; assistant, C	 _D discussed
this matter with me and seemed to favor the idea of an aircraft
Under German civilian cover coming to the Visby airfield in a.
purely overt manner with appropriate documentation and flight
plan to make it appear that the plane was on a routine business
trip. I pointed out to C: 	 :j that this suggestion seemed to
me to have a number of disadvantages, the principal one of which
was the fact that it would be difficult to alter the flight plan
for any such flight without its immediately coming to the attention
of airport authorities in Gotland and in the ostensible Gorman .
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destination. 'I said it Was my own idea that there must be some Unp.
Oddipied Swedish' Air Ferde reserve landing strip to which a few
&UM'S Of-gisaine	 portable pump could be trucked without
attracting shy attention and that Such a field could be Used in a
dOmpletely Coliert'manner. The only Other arrangements Whiah would
be neceistry-WOuid be insUring - that the Swedish radar defehsee'Vmre
PrOperly Warned in order that an alert not be set off by the move-
ments of the plane.

4. C.	 -3seemed to find this proposal worthy of Considera-
tion and said that it might work out in the final analysis that the
Swedish Air Farce *MA& be the authority with which to arrange the
entire matter. I said that we had anticipated that this might
indeed -be the cats bUt that we had Of course wished to raise the'
iiihjeet . initUalfaith - the TIMES in order to receive their recaps
laindatiOne -to-1k* to tiOnroach the problem. C.	 promised

dOnSider thejnatter - ftrther and to report the 'resultsof his
findings tO thtL	 I had indicated to
the TIEBARs that the timing for this flight would probably be
toward the end of August.

S. On' 8.June a' cablewas Sent tot___	 jfrom Headquarters
asking for - infOrmation regarding developments subsequent to those
reported above.

Chief, WE-1
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